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Retracing a 
V ERMONT FAMILY'S 

MIGRATION to the 
HOLLAND PuRcHAsE 

by }11/ie Foster fl/111 Ca111p 

I N 1997, AFfER YEARS OF RESEARCHI NG MY F OSTER 

ancestry, I found a cousin through the Internet. 
Like me, she was a great-great-granddaughter of Albro 
Foster (1785-1874), a Vermont na tive who moved west. 
My new-found cousin stunned me with the news that 
she owned a journal written by Albro 's father, Ichabod 
Foster (17 40-1813) of Whiting and Middletown, 
Vermont. Her portion of the journal covered March 
1785 to December 1809; other portions had been lost. 
Soon afterward, we arranged to meet at the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake Ciry, where my cousin, to 
my great surprise, gave me the diary - to keep. 

I was thrilled, and I learned a great deal about 
Ichabod's world by studying the journal. Entries were 
sparse and spare - usually just a line or two per day 
- and the diary ended a few days after his sixry-eighth 
birthday. I wondered what happened to Ichabod after 
the entries ceased. Fortunately, I soon enjoyed more 
genealogical good fortune. ln January 2001, a different 
cousin contacted me. She had diary pages too - from 
1809 to 1813 - and offered to send copies. Exci ted 
at the prospect of continuing Ichabod's story, I began 
reading the entries as soon as they arrived while stand
ing next to my mailbox. T his portion of the journal 
provided the final puzzle piece, and explained why I 
had not fou nd death records for Ichabod and his wife, 
Susannah, in Vermont. Without the entries of those last 
years, I never would have known that Ichabod migrat
ed to western N ewYork in 1811. 

At the time, Vermont was undergoing an economic 
crisis. Area residents had long sold most of their extra 
produce in Canada. Suddenly, this practice ended with 
President Jefferson's 1808 embargo. Farm prices turn-

bled. Peo ple 
tried to collect 
debts when no one 
had cash.Il l An 1811 
flood destroyed the busi
nesses in Middletown, where 
Ichabod Foster then lived.The same year 
the Vermont State Bank, center of the state's financial 
system, collapsed. 

In contrast, western lands seemed to beckon. 
Newspapers advertised New York land as well-tim
bered, well- watered, easily accessible, undeniably fertile, 
and available on long-term payment for only two or 
three dollars per acre. Letters from former Vermonters 
sang New York's praises. Whenever a g roup of young 
men undertook the wide-ranging tour of a thousand 
miles or more to d iscover the truth of all these g lowing 
reports, usually the men came back satisfied and pre
pared to relocate permanently.121 As Ichabod's journal 
records, his Whiting neighbors had been moving west 

Above: A view of the road leadi11 g a111ay from the Foster farm i11 Wliiti11g, Vermo111. 
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17 October 18 1 I 
I set 0111 fro111 Whiti11g 111ith 111y family all(/ <dfects 
for the Holla11d P11rcliase i11 York state 
Four members of the Foster family made 
this journey. l imagined Ichabod, age sev
enty-one, helping his wife Susannah, age 
sixty-six, crawl into the wagon. She pulls a 
wool shawl over her shoulders and cuddJes 
eleven-year-old Susanna in her lap. (WhiJe 
this child is clearly a family member, young 
Susanna's parentage has not been deter
mined.) Ichabod Jr. loads the wagon. Two 
years after their 1768 marriage, Ichabod 
and Susannah (Carr) Foster, and their son, 
James Oris Foster (b. 1769), had left Rhode 
Island.Vermont had been the couple's home 

A gm11ary 011 the far111 i11 Whiti11g, Ver111011t, for forty years. Now Ichabod and Susannah 
111/iicli dates to Ichabod Foster's ti111e. were leaving their cultivated fields, clapboard 

for more than t\venty years, going back and forth, in
vestigating the land, and eventually, resettling. 

11 February 1791 
Aron Beac h a11d Mr. Sawyer set 011t with there fa111ilys for 
Ge11esees ("Genesee Country" was a term for Western 
New York.) 

7 j1111e 1807 
Be11ja111i11 Carr & Moses 1\!11111ger ca111e to our house 011 their 
111ay to the Ho/la11d Purchase 

11 July 1807 
Moses Nfttnger 111as at our lio11se 011 his return ho111 e fro111 
Lake Eare 

27 May 1810 
Be11j & Gideo11 Walker set out for Ho/la11d Purches 

Ichabod's sons - Benjamin, Albro, Samuel, John, and 
IchabodJr. - also began moving to western New York 
in the early 1800s. The sons followed their father's ex
ample, selling settled lands for a profit to purchase cheap 
farmland elsewhere. Ichabod had likewise left Rhode 
Island for the wilds ofVermont in 1770, accompanied 
by his father, Benjamin Foster, age fifry-four. 

13 March 1811 
Ichabod Or.J got lio111efro111 Weli11k [Wi lli11k] near Lake Erie 

29ju11e 181 1 
I received a letter that Be11j Foster se11t to S. Beach receiving 
date J1111e th e 5 181 1 in 111/iic li li e i11for111ed lii111 of the safe 
arrival of hi111se!f and fa111ily i11 Holland Purchase 

Upon Ichabod Jr.'s return, the older generation of 
Fosters must have decided - or been persuaded - to 
relocate as wel l. 

20 NEW ENGLAND ANCESTORS S 11111111er 2009 

house, church, friends, and family - includ
ing some children and grandchiJdren - to begin new 
lives in the untamed forests of the H olland Purchase. 
The journey to Willink in western New York wouJd 
be long and arduous, over rutted trails, rocks, and sin
gle-track plank roads, across streams without bridges, 
through dr izzle, rain, and snow. Winter was fas t ap-
proaching; when the Fosters departed in October, the 
first snow had already fallen. Their destination was the 
one-room log cabin of Ichabod and Susannah's oldest 
living son, Benjamin, who had arrived in Willink in 

June. 
After leaving W hiting, Ichabod listed twenty-six 

communities where 
the party stopped 
for the night or to 

"lay over" if snow 
was falling or rai n 
made the trail im
passable. l longed 
to retrace Ichabod's 
five-week jour
ney to the Holland 
Purchase, and in 
October 2003, I 
traveled from my 
home in Washington 
State to begin my 
own journey, which 
in a car lasted five 

"I longed to retrace 
Ichabod's five -week 
journey to the Holland 
Purchase, and in 
October 2003, I trav-

eled from. my home in 

Wash ington State to 
begin my own journe)'1 
which in a car lasted 
five days rather than 

days ratl1er tllan five five ·weeks. " 
weeks. lchabod's 
journal would be my guide. On October 24, after several 
days in Middletown, thirty miles from Whiting, tl1e Fosters 



journeyed to Po ultney, their last stop in Vermont, then 
continued to Hartford and "Argile Force" in N ew 
York State. 

26 October 18 11 

We11t to Argile Force 

I couldn 't find it. Instead, I followed R..oute 40 to 

Argyle, a town swallowed by suburban sprawl. I made 
my first of many wrong turns before finding the back 
road to Saratoga. 

27 October 1811 

We drove to Saratoga 

28 October 18 11 

Drove to Saratoga Spri11g s 

I also drove to S:irato ga Springs, where 1 spent my first 
night. The Fosters had been traveling for twelve days 
when they arrived here. I had traveled one. 

Frosty air chilled me as I unlocked my 
car door the next morning. Walking beside 
the wagon, Ichabod would have felt every 
raindrop and snowflake. I yearned to know 
what he experienced on his journey. But 
Ichabod's diary revealed nothing about his 
thoughts. He only noted the weather and 
where the fami ly stopped. M y imag ination 
painted the pic tures. 

29 October 1811 

Drove to North Calway 

I located old Route 29 leading to N orth 
Galway, Broadalbin, and Johnstown. 
Ichabod walked fifteen miles from Saratoga 
Springs to North Galway, and an amazing 
thirty-two miles in rain and wi nd the next 
day to Joh nstown. 

30 October 1811 

vVe drove to Mr. Aveedo11 's i11 Jol111s to11111 & i11 
rai11 in the 11ight 

31 October 18 I I 
Rai11 all day & 111e lay by all day 

174 1." I realized this valley had been claimed long be
fore Ichabod passed through it. 

As David Dearborn w rote in an earlier issue of NEW 
E NGLAND ANCESTORS : 

... one of the principal motivators for their leaving 
was the allure of free or che:ip land.Thus, as they [New 
EnglandersJ migrated, they tended to slcip over areas 
that were already settled, because the choicest lands, 
along rivers and major routes, were claimed by the 
earlier arrivals. When New Englanders st.1rted moving 
west in large numbers beginning in the 1790s, most 
passed right through tl1e Hudson and Mohawk valleys, 
in favor of uncl:i imed lands further west.131 

A short way past Johnstown I connected with R..oute 
10, then headed west again on Route 67, w hich soon 
became Route 5. The country was roll ing; the road 
was straight, bordered by fa rmland w hen not con-

I couldn 't find North Galway, so I contin
ued a few miles to Broadalbin and reached 
Johnstown by mid-afternoon. The fertile 
Mohawk River valley stretched before 
me, like a landscape painting overflowing 
with silvery water, crystal skies, and verdant 
fields. Why didn 't Ichabod and his children 
settle here? Why did they travel hundreds 
of miles furth er to reach Will ink? I passed 
a yellow clapboard building beside the road 
with a sign proclaiming "Nellie Tavern Ichabod Foster's diary e11tries .from November 18 11. 
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The Ph elps cabi11, 111/iere th e Foster family spe11t tlie 11iglit . 
By O/yve D11tc/1m<111, ca. late 1950s; th e pai11ti11g is based 
011 a sketch thw held by lier 11ei ghbor, L11cille Fa11lk11er of 

A11b11r11, NY, a desce11d<111/ of Ebe11ezer Phelps 111/io b11ilt 
the cabi11 i11 the early 1800s. The pai11ti11g is orv11ed by the 

Old Bmt11 s Historical Society, Weedsport, New York. 
Image co11rles y of j o/111 H. Co11/i11. 

sumed by urban sprawl. l saw the New York Thruway 
on the other side of the Mohawk River. I vowed not 
to resort to th is fast track. 

1 November 18 11 
ftf-f! drove to Mr. Cook i11 Bi11gliam 

I couldn't find Bingham either. 

2 November 1811 
We drove to W111 Carr i11 Herkimer 

From Herkimer to Schuyler, Route 5 was straight 
and flat along the Mohawk River. Ichabod probably 
paid a barge fee to cross the river here. He was now 
on the well-traveled Mohawk- Genesee trail. In 1794 

a road from Old Fort Schuyler (now Utica) through 
Canandaigua to the Genesee River was laid out. This 
route, an old Indian trail , eventually formed the con
nection between the Hudson and Niagara l'Uvers. 
The road was completed in 1809, two years before 
Ichabod's j ourney. 

9 November 18 11 
Mr. Phelp s i11 Bmt11 s 

Today Brutus isn't on the map. With the help of an 
innkeeper, I located the Brutus Historical Society in 
Weedsport. W hen 1 arrived and shared the deta ils of 
my journey, 1 discovered that the previous day some 
of Mr. Phelps's descendants had donated a painting of 
the log home in which Ichabod had spent the night. 
I felt a mysterious serendipity, and shared a copy of 
Ichabod's diary page. After I left Brutus, 1 spent the 
remainder of that day driving through the small towns 
of Lima, Avon, Caledonia, and Stafford. 
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14 November 1811 
Dri11e Mr. Sterli11g Lima 

15 November 1811 
Mr. Davie Calad o11ia 

Some of the people who extended hospitality to the 
Fosters were fa rnily members or friends of friends, 
names g iven to Ichabod before he left Whiting. Doors 
in the wilderness were often open to families from 
far away. James Sterling and Samuel Carr, who gave 
Ichabod's fami ly a meal and a place to sleep, were for
mer Vermonters - and Samuel Ca rr may have been 
related to Ichabod's wife. Western New York settlers, 
most of N ew England origin, faced many challenges, 
including wild beasts; harsh weather; the "Genesee 
Fever" (a form of malaria) and o ther illnesses; want; 
and loneliness.141 

16 November 
Mr. Pea t Batave 

17November1 811 
Mr. Ricliardso11 Bat<111e 

18 November 1811 
Mr. S. Carr Batave 

Ichabod spent three nights in Batavia, twelve miles 
from Buffalo, and one night in C larence, just outside 
Buffalo. 

19 November 1811 
Mr. P. Sparli11g Clara11ce 

20 November 1811 
Mr. Miller B1~ffelo111 

I traveled the last miles to Buffalo and turned south for 
Willink. The route between Batavia and Buffalo was 
said to be one of the worst mud-rutted stretches of the 
1809 road, with only an occasional desolate log cabin. 

2 ·1 Novemb er1 811 
Mr. Leach B1~ffelo111 

Filled with anticipation, l followed the beltway east of 
Buffalo, avoided city traffic, and turned south on Route 
219 toward the town of Concord, location ofWillink's 
Lot 51. (The town ofWillink no longer exists.) This 
route was a trail tha t cut through the Buffalo Creek 
Reservation of the Seneca when Ichabod used it on the 
last leg of his long journey from Whiting to Willink. 

A copy of Benjamin Foster's property agreement 
is in the microfilms of the H olland Land Company 
R ecords in the R eed Library at the State Univer sity of 
New York, Fredonia. The original documents remain 
in Holland. Dutch proprietors Wilhem Willink, Jan 
Willink, Wilhem Willink. the younger, and Jan Willink 



The Family of Ichabod and Susannah (Carr) Foster 

I 
Benjamin Foster 

11 

Rachel Day 
1714-1803 1719-

I I 

Ichabod Foster 

I 1740-1813 
I 

I I I I 

James Otis Benjamin William John Stewart 
Foster Carr Foster Foster Foster 

1769-1776 1771-1854 1772- 1774-
8 children 3 children 8 children 

the younger had acquired more than three million 
acres in western New York in 1792 and 1793 from 
Robert Morris, who had purchased the property from 
Massachusetts in May 1791. Ichabod's son was one 
of hundreds of men "articled;' or who agreed to buy, 
property in installments. Benjamin received 256 acres 
and so on May 3, 1810,he deposited $18 toward a pur
chase price of $576. Benjamin agreed to clear the land, 
plant crops, build a dwelling house within five years, 
and pay his principal in ten. No deed would be issued 
until the entire principal was paid. Benjamin was ex
pected to make regular payments or the Holland Land 
Company would repossess his property151 

These first settlers were generally poor.Almost noth
ing could lighten hard work, and life was a constant 
battle against hardship. Prices were so high that no one 
could afford "luxuries," social life was limited, and the 
few churches and schools were of the crudest type. 161 

22 November 1811 
Mr. Brink Willink 

23 November 1811 
Mr. Right [Wright] Willink 

Ichabod recorded rain or snow on the final nine days 
of the five weeks the party traveled along the Mohawk 
Trail to the Genesee and Iroquois trails. Ichabod 
walked, and perhaps sometimes rode, more than six 
hundred miles. 

28 November 1811 
To B. C. Fosters in Willink where we arrived in safiy through 
the Divine Goodness which completed a journey of 5 weeks 

28June 1812 
we heard of war being Declared against Create Britain 

Seven months after Ichabod arrived in Willink, he 
wrote about the arrival of an express rider delivering 
President James Madison's proclamation of war. 

11 

Benjamin Carr 

11 
Mary I -1762 

I I 

I 
Susannah Carr 

I 1745-1820 
I 

I 

I I I I I 

Mary (Marcy) Abigail Samuel Ichabod Albro Foster 
Foster Foster Foster Foster, Jr. 1785-1874 
1776- 1778- 1780-1812 1783- 6 children 

2 children 

31July 1812 
... the alarm of war was over Declaration of War between the 
United States & Great Britain 

18 December 1812 
In the night Sam'll was taken poorly 

Ichabod's son, Samuel, had left the cabin for his com
pulsory service with the ill-equipped New York militia 
in Buffalo. Samuel may have contracted pneumonia or 
dysentery before the troops went into winter quarters. 
Perhaps sickness then spread through the household. 

19 December 1812 
Sister Abigal Foster [wife of Ichabod's brother Joel] died at 2 
o'clock in the morning 

After recording the death of his sister-in-law, Ichabod 
wrote only "snow." 

24 December 1812 
Joel Foster died 

27 December 1812 
Sam'll died in the night 

I envisioned the one-room log home crowded with 
crying children and somber, frightened adults. This re
port of Samuel's death is Ichabod's last journal entry. 

1 January 1813 
Ichabod Foster died in the 7 4 year of his age 

When NewYear's Day 1813 dawned, Ichabod might 
have been unconscious. He died some time that day. 
The author of this entry is unknown. 

Using a town survey map, the diary, and the advice of 
a historian, I located Lot 51. Today nothing remains of 
the Foster cabin. The clapboard house that replaced it 
in the 1830s was demolished last year. Several trees from 
Ichabod's day, giant tributes to these early settlers, re
main. In the old orchard up the hill from the cabin, 
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Foster Family 

I stumbled across t\:vo low oval 
mounds of stones, resembling old 
graves. If I'd had a shovel, I would 
have started digging - my imagi
nation convinced me Ichabod's 
bones were resting under my feet. 
More importantly, Ichabod was in 
my heart and mind. 

To learn more 

This article has been distilled 
from Julie Foster Van Camp's 
2009 book, Searching for Iclrabod: 
His Eighteenth-Ce11tury Diary 
Leads Me Home. Additional 
information is provided at 11111Jw. 

searchi11gforichabod.co111. In 1813, Benjamin deferred his 
first interest payment of ten dol
lars. His son-in- law, Stukely Stone, 
paid fifty dollars of accumulated 
interest for Benjamin on May 23, 
1813. By May 1818, a neighbor, 
Jonathan Townsend, acquired 152 
acres of Lot 51. Later, the Stan bro 
family bought Benjamin's land 
and received the first fully paid 
deed for the property in 1834 

D121y Lead< ~le I Jome 

Copies of the book may be 
ordered from NEHGS for $13.95, 
plus $5 .50 shipping. Visit 111111111. 

Ne111EnglandAncestors. org I st ore. asp, 
call 1-888-296-3447, or write 
to NEHGS Sales, 10 I Newbury 
Street, Boston, MA 02116. 
Searchingfor Iclrabod is also available 
from A111azo11.com. 
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from W ilhem Willink.171 Benjamin 
lost his land when he couldn't make the payments. 

Ichabod's diary was used to record Susannah's death 
in Willink (by then known as Concord) on February 
24, 1820. Benjamin and his family left Willink about 
1823 and moved to Cambria, Niagara County, and 
then to H ume, Allegany County, where Benjamin 
died. I don't know what became of Ichabod, Jr. , or 
young Susanna. 

Later, the Stanbro family bought 
Benjamin~ land and received the first 

fully paid deed for the property in 1834 

After Ichabod's death, his youngest son, Albro, my 
great-great-grandfather, inherited his father's diary. I 
believe the Foster women protected it for generations, 
and perhaps wrapped it in muslin dresses or quilts 
as they climbed into wagons heading west to O hio 
and Kansas. AJbro's daughter, Ann Jeanette (Foster) 
Hinckley, brought the diary to Beverly, Kansas, in 1880, 
and it remained wi th that part of the family until it was 
generously given to me in 1997. ln 2003, I, in turn, do
nated lchabod'sjournal to the R. Stanton Avery Special 
Collections D epartment at the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, so it can be cared for and pre
served for future generations. Copies of Ichabod's di
ary pages are also on file in libraries in Whiting and 
Middletown Springs, Vermont, and Brutus, Lima, 
and Clarence, New York, and at the Concord [N.Y.] 
Historical Society. I feel like Johnny Appleseed, Inv-
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ing dropped pages of Ichabod's life along his trail to 
Willink, part of my effort to preserve the words of a 
western New York pioneer. + 
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FOSTER BIBLE RECORDS 

3ible of Willia~ John Foste r - ---- - ------

The Foster F~mily Bible be l onged to Ade llie (or De lla) 
Foster Young, born in Ho:newood, Be3.ve r Co., Penr.syl van i a . 

Upon Della ' s death in 1953, the Bib le came into the pos 
session of her d :i.ught er, (~i ldred Bl anche (Young) Sabom, of 
Pit tsburgh ~.nd Mt . Lebanon, Allegheny County, Pennsylvan i a . 
In 1981 it came into the possession of ~ildre d ' s nephe w, 
Robert Flemi ng Slutz, Jr., of Bar efoo t Bay, Br evard County, 
Florida . 

Embossed i n gold l eaf on the cover is "J.G. & H. P . Cogl ey." 

Bible published by Case, Lockwood & Br ainard, Hartford, 1872 

The events rec or ded in t he Bi b l e refer only to Wi lliam Henry 
Fost er, his wife Katharine (Smith), and their 14 childr en . 

Births: ( 16 on two pages) 

William Henr y Foster was born on the 14th d "'·Y of June A .D. 1822 
Katharine Foster was born on the 21st d~y of Nov. A.D. 1826 
Robert Stephenson Foster W'.l.S born on the 5th day of Jul y A. D. 1843 
M~rgaret Anne Foster was born on the 4 th day of June A.D . 1846 
J ames Fergus Foste r was born on the 7th day of April A. D. 1845 
Elizabeth Jane Fos ter was born on the 5t h d~y of May A. D. 1848 
ifary Ellen Foster was born on the 5th day of July A.D 1850 
Nancy Eme line Foster was born on the 29th day of Feb . A. D. 1852 
Emma Foster was born on the 19th day of Oot. A. D. 1853 
Et halinda Foster was born on the 18 th day of Jm . A.D. 1856 
Rhoda Katharine Foster was born on the 11th day of March A. D. 1858 
William John Foster was born on the 31st day of Marhb. A. D. 1860 
Joseph Smi th Fos ter was born on the 8th day of June A.D. 1862 
Ul ysses Sherman Foster was b orn on the 20 t h day of Oct. A.D. 1864 7 pm. 
Annette Missouri Foster was born on the 2nd day of Oct. A.D. 1867 7 pm. 
Adellie Foster was born on the 27th d::i.y of March A.D. 1870 12 m. 

Marriages : (9 on two pages) 

William Henr y Foster - Katharine Smi th Married April 14 , 1842 
Robert S tephenson Foster - Elizabeth Johnston, Married 
Marga r e t Anne Foster - Samuel S. Chapman M::i.rried. Dec. 27, 1871 
Elizabeth Jane Foster - Leonard L. Carv(n? )er Marri eu Sept 1872 
Mary Ellen Foster - Jordan Nye Marri ed Oc t . 2 , 1868 
Ethalinda Foster - Thomas Henry Hodge, Marri ed Nov. 23 , 1882 
Ul ysses She rman Foster - Mar y Edna Alte r Married Apr 10, 1894 
William John Foster - Dora Bell McGumphy Married 1886 
Della Fos ter - Edward Alonzo Young Married Ap r 2, 1908 
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Deaths: (13 on two pages) 

James Forgue Foster was wounded in Battle Oct. 2nd and died 
Oct. 4th 1864 aged 19y 5m 27d 

Emma Foster died on the 26th day of March A.D. 1872 
Rhoda Katharine Foster died on the 13th day of May A.D. 1864 

li o'clock pm. aged 6y 2m 2d 
William Henry Foster died Sept. 26th A.D. 18'19 ab 5. 20a.m. 
Robert Stephenson Foster was killed Sept. 24th ~.D. 1881 

ab 6.30 am. 
Nancy Emeline Foster Died Jany 8th 1884 at 3.30 pm. 
William John Foster died May 27th 1889, ab 7 cclock pm. 
Joseph Smith Foster died June 2nd 1898 at 8.35 pm. 
Nettie Mo. Foster died March 22nd 1901 at 6.45 pm. 
Catharine Foster died August 18th 1908 at 
Mary Ellen Foster Nye died Sunday Aug. 7, 1910 at 1 pm. 

Aged 60 years lm 2 days 
Margaret Anne Foster Chapman died Sunday Apr. 28, 1912 6 min 

after 8 am. aged 66 yr 
Elizabeth J3lle Foster Carver died Monda1 Nov. 14, 1927. 10 min 

of 10 am. aged 79 years 6 mo 

submitted by: Robert Fleming Slutz, Jr. 
911 Sequoia Street 
Bll.refoot 'B~y, Florid~ 32958 
305-589-1326 
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JOHN FOSTER, REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER 

JOHN FOSTER SR ., son of J ohn a nd Mary Foster , Spartanburg 
So. Carolina planter , left a will dat ed May 9 , 
1837, in which he named wife, Sydney , sons, John 
Jr., Enoch G., and daughters , Rebecca Gramling , 
Thursey Collins, Polly Mason and Mehaley Owens. 
John Foster , (will dated Feb. 14 , 1817) named 
children John Foster, Jane Hart and William Fost
er. Executors of his estate were son, John Foster , 
and grand son-in- law , Andrew Gramling , Methodist 
minister . 

'rHE FOSTERS came from Amelia Count y , Va. and 
settled near Spartanburg around 1783 . Tradition
ally there were three cousins who spearheaded the 
removal of the cl an i nto South Carolina. 

FOUR JOHN FOSTERS, revolutionary soldiers, resid
ed in the Spartanburg District. The one with 
whom we are concerned, with TEXAS TIES, is disting
uished by Revolutionary Pension File # R3696. 

ISSUE of JOHN FOSTER and wife, SYDNEY, are listed 
on a seperate page , (family Bibl e record). 

ENOCH FOSTER , born 1799 in Spartanburg , was a carpenter , ex
tensive builder and contrac tor in Spartanburg and 
for many years Justice of Feace. He later re 
moved to Rutherford Co. , No. Carolina and was a 
stockholder and business manager for the Turnpike 
Co., Postmaster and Justice of Peace . He married 
( 1) Martha Gramling, ( 1820) in Spartanburg . She 
was daughter of Adam Gramling, native of Germany . 
Remnants of the Gramlings still reside in the town 
bearing their name which lies NV/ of Spartanburg . 
ENOCH FOSTER married (2) Susan A. Edwards, ( 1858) 
Polk Co., NO . Carolina, a daughter of Wesley Ed
wards . ENOCH FOSTER issue ( 1): J ohn Foster , Ann, 
Franc i s, Betsy , Mark, William, Thomas , Carolina, 
Maden, Mary, George and Hosea . (2): Sarah Marie , 
Poly, Ira R., Millie and James . 

ENOCH FOSTER removed to Texas 1872 and died at the home of 
his son , Mark Foster in Delta Co ., ( 1878 ) . 

Sarah Marie Foster (Salley) was married Dec. 23 , 1875 to 
Frank M. Spiller s . (Delta Co.) Issue: Reber.r.a , 
George , Na t haniel , Susan , James N. , 'l'homas Daniel . 
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